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The presentation intends to investigate the process that led to the transformation of Castrum Mefa'a
(modern Umm er-Rasas) into a thriving rural settlement. The site, located at the southern edge of
the Moabite plateau, about 35 km southwest of Madaba, was part of the Province of Arabia, and
under the ecclesiastical jurisdiction of the Bishops of Madaba. The discussion will examine how the
strategic function of the Roman Castrum evolved from an active defensive system to its
disappearance and decline. In particular, in the fifth century significant spatial transformations and
functional reorganizations transformed the late Roman castrum into a rural center. The new village
showed a strong Christian identity and established a strong link with the episcopal see, municipal
authorities and monastic communities. The economic growth which reflected in the construction of
churches and in the creation of devotional paths was based on the extensive land holdings that
extend beyond the boundaries of the village and are visible in the aerial photographs. Umm er-Rasas,
especially in the 6th-8th century, served as an important cultural and economic center, testified by
fine mosaics, sculptures, and ceramic assemblages. The village played an important role in the
polarization of a sophisticated and dominant model that actually prevailed in the longer historical

context at least until the end of the Umayyad dominance in Bilad esh-Sham.
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